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Dear Floward:

As I mentioned in our phone conversation of Fridalr, June 8,
it- was a pleasure meeting with you, Jj-m Parker, Deane ZeIJ.et,
Randy Heuscher and other members of the state and Dist::ict BLM
of f ices. Ru.ss and I very much appreciated the t-ime you aII
devoted to the meeting and your interest in exploring the
exchanqe proposal.

As promised, Russ and I have put t.ogether a l-ist of general
and specj-fic issues which must be addressed in exploring and
carrying ottt an exchange of Rei11y's federal. Ieases on the Salt
F.lat-s for l-eases on the Pilot Valley praya. prease review the
list; we hope bhat you wi-ll supplement it with any issues or
ideas we have not addressed.

1. Research the land records and. other records to
determine who might have rights to the surface, the
locatable mineral-s and the teasable minerals on all of theproperty which might be part of the lease swap. This
includes the Pilot vaIley, the surrounding areas, the former
hombi-ng range adjacent to the pilot Valley, and the
necessary right-of-way bet-ween the pilot Valley and the
Rei11y-Wendover operations .
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?. Deter:mine what is necessary to temporarily protect all
of the required properties while the analysis is underway
and what is necessary bo secure the properties once the plan
-i.s ready for implementation. This would include an
eval-uation of all leqal requirements for envi.ronmental
assessment if any are necessary.

3. Conduct a survey to determine whether there are
mirrerals in the Pilot Va11ey which are commercially viable.
The survey would j-nvol-ve an assessment of the vol-ume of
minerals which could be extracted given the nature of the
so-i1, subsurf ace location, terrain, etc .

4. Determine what would be necessary to mj-ne the Pilot
Va1ley. It would require new dibches, pipel.ines, etc.
Ar-tempt to evaluat,e comprehensivelv t-he requirements and
the.ir costs,

5. We will also have to evaluate the process for making
the new mi-ning site avai.Iable to Reilly. Cou1d we undertake
a direct swap of leases? Would it reguire a process of
competitive bid for the new leases? Would there be a
requirement for congressi-onal action?

6. Analyze the properties trnder jurisdiction of the
Department of Defense to the south of I-80 and Reilly-
Wendover to determine what wou1d be necessary to make use of
the l"and for various purposes, i.e., limited access for
mineral- wit-hdrawal di-tches.

7. As part of the pr:ocess of, protecting the Flats, w€
should consider other measures includingr positive barriers
between the Fl-ats and the areas being mined. These could
incl.ude walls or other impervious barriers. We should also
cr>nsider the pot-ential of employing reverse gradients. Also
review the potential for reclamation by rei-ntroducing the
salt from ReiIIv's evaporation ponds to the Flats.
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!,lhen yor-r have had a chance to review and add to the above,
prlease contact me immediately so t-hat we may discuss how best to
address these issues. Russ and r look forward to working with
you and Randy in this endeavor. Again, thank you for your
assistance.

Siucerely,
/ t, ' ) /, :-=--- ''

-rL / W, f ,- '' :J /..-"-d-*.r:z','1'
Christopher J. Kersting

cc: Jim Parker
Deane Zeller
Randy Heuscher
S!:ve Brooks

yllianne Nielson


